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with a view to philanthropy, so is it their duty with a view
to edification to consider at large the conditions most
favourable to goodness, and by what social arrangements-
temptations to vice may be reduced to the lowest point
and goodness have the most and the most powerful motives.
Here is a whole field of investigation upon which Christians
are bound to enter; much doubtless has been already
done in it, but not perhaps with much system, nor has it
been sufficiently felt that it is a principal part of the work
belonging properly to the Church.
The conditions most favourable to goodness! It will
be well to consider in some detail what these arc, remem-
bering always that by goodness is meant the Christian
Enthusiasm of Humanity. How may men be made most
susceptible of this Enthusiasm ?
It has been shown that the attractive power which
throughout has acted upon men, which has preserved them
from that isolation which is the opposite of Christianity,
and which has united them in those communities of clan
or city or state which were the germs and embryos of the
Universal Christian Republic, is the tie of kindred. The
state, we have seen, was founded on a fiction of blood-
relationship, and Christianity uses the dialect of blood-
relationship when it pronounces all mankind to be brothers.
What is true of mankind in general will be found to be
true in this case of the individual man. He in whom the
family affections have been awakened will have a heart
most open to the passion of humanity. It is useless to tell
a man to love all mankind if he has never loved any in-
dividual of mankind and only knows by report what love
is. It should be recognised that family affection in some
form is the almost indispensable root of Christian] ty. This

